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Efforts toward the control of the Mexican bean#eette Ham 
been rewarded by the discovery of a very promising parasite. E. 
Graywood Smyth, who was sent by the Bureau in early May to Mexico 
to search for natural enemies of the bean beetle, has discovered a 
tachinid parasite that preys upon at least two species of Epilachna 
and seems to restrict itself to that genus. It was responsible for 
a very high fatality among Epilachna larvae in the Valley of Mexico 
and at Cuernavaca. In the neighborhood of 2,000 living puparia of 
this fly were sent to the Birmingham, Ala., laboratory and from this 
material Neale F. Howard, in charge of the laboratory, has succeeded 
in rearing one generation from native Epilachna larvae. A consider- 
able number of puparia are now being held in hibernation for the 
coming spring. 


In addition, Mr. Smyth found in Mexico two varieties of beans 
which show promise of resistance to the injurious attack of the bean 
beetle, one of them, a native edible white bean, known as "ayocote," 
which is cultivated on a fairly large scale in sections, the other a 
wild brown bean of the genus Phaseolus. The latter grows very abund- 
antly along streams in southern Mexico, climbing bushes and other 
vegetation, and the rather leathery foliage which it produces is very 
seldom attacked by the bean beetle, so that there is a possibility of 
the bean proving of great value for hybridizing with cultivated 
varieties to breed a resistant stock. 


C. H. Popenoe, E. Graywood Smyth, J. E. Graf, and D. E. Fink 
attended the meetings of the Association of Economic Entomologists at 
Boston during the holidays. 


SOUTHERN FIELD CROP INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
J. L. Webb, Entomologist Acting in Charge 


Dr. W. D. Hunter spent several days in Washington during the 
month in connection with work of the Bureau and the Federal Horti- 
cuitural Board. 
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B,. R. Coad was in Washington several times during the 
month accompanied by A. J. Chapman, of the Boll Weevil Laboratory, 
for the purpose of investigating the calcium arsenate supply. They 
also visited New York City and Cleveland, Ohio, in the course of 
their investigations. 


Other visitors at the Washington office were 5. E, Crumb, 
of the tobacco insect investigations, and R. C. Gaines, of the 
Boll Weevil Laboratory, who came to consult the library and to 
work up their field notes. 


T. E. Holloway spent about ten days in November at Cairo, 
Ga., determining the extent of a new infestation of the sugar- 
cane mealybug. J. VW. Ingram has now been detailed to make a farn- 
to-farm survey of the infested district. No sugar is produced 
there, but much cane is grown for sirup. 


Wi. HE, Haley, assisted by J. W. Ingram and L. P. O'Dowd, has 
finished an inspection of the Louisiana sugar parishes for the 
Cuban tachinid parasite of the sugar~cane moth borer. The parasites 
were released at 41 plantations during 1919 and 1920. They were 
found this fall at 14 plantations, and probably occw at others. 
Since their release the parasites have been recovered at a total of 
25 plantations. 


olloway and T. C. Barber recently visited the Bureau 
t San Antonio and Uvalde, Tex., and afterwards made 
trip along the Texas coast. 
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W. E, Haley has been working with E. K, Bynum, of the 
Mississippi Piant Board, in inspecting for the new pink borer of 
Sugar cane in the vicinity of Gulfport, Miss. 


At the request of Prof, R. W. Harned, of the Mississippi 
Plant Board, T. E, Holloway has prepared a short paper on the 
sugar-cane moth borer for publication in the Mississippi Quarterly 
Bulletin. The paper was read at a meeting of the anployees of 
the Plant Board recently, and the subject of sugar-cane insects 
in Mississippi was discussed. 
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Technologie Zoologie appliquée. Paris (7°), Les fils 
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p. 167-205. 
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monograph on the North American species. Berkeley, 
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fornia Tech. Bul. College of Agr., Agr. Expt. Sta., En- 
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No. 10.) 

Chandler, A. C. Animal parasites and human diseases. Ed. 2, 
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Deremes, Charles. Vie de grillon. Paris, Albin Michel, editeur, 
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Fabre, J. H. Social life in the insect world. Translated by 
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